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Behind the scenes of Lectureship, one of
Harding’s longest running annual events
Graphic by DARRIAN BAGLEY

EMILY NICKS
editor-in-chief
On Sunday, Sept. 29, Harding will commence
its 96th annual Bible Lectureship beginning
with a performance by the Harding University
Chorus at 6:30 p.m. For many students, the
four-day event entails nothing more than a few
lectures, slightly longer lines in the cafeteria,
and perhaps a deviation in their regularly
scheduled Bible classes. However, Harding’s
Lectureship is an event that takes over 12
months to plan and brings several thousand
visitors to campus. With over 100 speakers
and hundreds of work hours, the event is
anything but simple to execute.
Vice President of Church Relations Dr.
Dan Williams began serving as Lectureship
director in 2013, and he said that a lot of
thought must be poured into every stage
of development, beginning with the theme
conception 13 or 14 months in advance.
“[The program] has grown every year, and
every year we try to add something to meet
the needs of our constituents, the people
who come to Lectureship and look to this
as a spiritual boost,” Williams said. “We go
back, and we do an analysis of the previous
year’s program. We begin every year by saying,
‘What worked, what didn’t work, what was
strong, what are the needs?’
Those identified needs are then met by
dozens of people throughout the year as
Lectureship is planned and during the event
itself. Below is a sample of some of the behindthe-scenes work that goes into Lectureship.
PROGRAMMING
According to Williams, the Lectureship
committee plans programming year-round,
overseen by himself. After the theme has been
decided, the committee chooses the seven
topics for keynote speakers and considers
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Harding Press employees assemble
Lectureship programs. Over 3,000
program books were printed in addition
to many other pieces.

who will be invited to deliver those messages.
He said there are also multiple subgroups
in charge of planning specific programs
contained within Lectureship. Individualized
tracks allow attendees to focus on specific
areas, such as youth and family ministry,
congregational ministries, and even a new
Young Ministers’ Network.
Associate Professor of Bible Dr. Anessa
Westbrook oversaw the committee to plan
Lectureship’s women’s program. She said there
are multiple tracks specifically for women
throughout the entirety of Lectureship, and
different people serve various roles to make
these programs happen.
“I try to find people to help with different
pieces [of the women’s program],” Westbrook
said. “We call the meetings, try to keep up,
do all the little things to keep things going.”
Williams said the Lectureship committee
is particularly excited to introduce the
Community of Mission Faculty Lectures
to Lectureship this year. He said the goal of
this program was to integrate Lectureship
into other areas of the University.
“We invited all of the different colleges to
submit proposals for speakers and lectures to
demonstrate how their discipline contributes to
the kingdom of God,” Williams said. “There’s
a class on working with children who have
dyslexia; there’s a class on grief; there’s a class
on teacher training. I’m really excited to see
how that goes.”
With over 100 lectures taking place during
Lectureship, in addition to special receptions
and program tracks, many moving parts must be
reconciled to allow the event to run smoothly.
“It’s a jigsaw puzzle that’s really hard to
put together when you really think about
how many presentations we have, how many
classes we’re juggling, how many classrooms
have enough capacity,” Williams said.
HOSPITALITY
Although the program organization and
lecture logistics are important, that’s not all that
is going on behind the scenes of Lectureship.
As thousands of visitors come and go, many
people have been working to make sure they
are fed and comfortable.
According to Terrie Smith, catering director
for Harding, there are 16 specially catered
meals throughout Lectureship in addition to
the normal influx of visitors to the cafeteria
and student center. She said that Harding’s
catering team will provide over 2,600 catered
meals in three days.
In addition to preparing food, lodging
and travel details are also planned months in
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advance for Lectureship presenters.
“There’s usually about a hundred speakers,
so we’ve got to make all the travel and
accommodation arrangements for them,”Teresa
Castleman, Lectureship event coordinator
and Abundant Life director, said.
Heritage Inn Manager Rocky Cooper
said that almost, if not all, of the 50 Heritage
Inn rooms are reserved for visiting lecturers
months previously. Any rooms not filled with
presenters are usually reserved by visitors.
Another portion of Lectureship designed to
provide for the needs of presenters and visitors
is the child care program housed at College
Church of Christ. According to child care
organizer Ann Harrington, approximately 50
teachers will help care for up to 125 children
during the four days.
Senior Erin Taft began helping with the
child care program during her freshman year
and became increasingly involved over the
last three years.
“It’s truly just giving parents a chance to
further plug into questions or doubts that they
may have in their own spiritual life and being able
to not worry about their kids they’re trying to
wrangle,”Taft said. “It’s just a great way to serve.”
MATERIALS
With so many moving parts, specific
materials such as brochures and schedules
help bring the entire event together.
Assistant Director for University
Communications and Marketing Tom
Buterbaugh oversaw the design of Lectureship’s
Fan the Flame printed materials. He said the
process began last semester with help from
senior Emily Waldrum Klein, who was an
intern at the time.
“She completed the approved concept over
a period of a few weeks,” Buterbaugh said. “I
truly believe it is one of the best Lectureship
covers we have ever had.”
After the overall logo and cover design
was approved, Buterbaugh said work began
on creating print and digital advertisements,
a lanyard and a flier to be mailed. When
he received the schedule over the summer,
Buterbaugh took approximately two weeks
to edit and design the program layout, which
included four extra pages this year. The student
booklet was then completed in August.
After the concepts are designed, the materials
go to print at Harding Press. Manager Danny
Wood said printing for Lectureship is a large
undertaking every year. For Fan the Flame
this year, the shop produced 1,250 flyers, 3,000
student booklets, 3,500 programs and 2,200
posters in addition to their other jobs for other
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entities at Harding such as admissions and
clients outside of the Harding community.
Many other elements have also been in the
works for Lectureship 2019. Castleman said
the Harding University Bookstore stocks any
books visiting lecturers may have written to
be available for purchase, and Williams said
over 70 exhibitors who will be on campus
had to be coordinated.
Harding has hosted an annual Bible
Lectureship for 96 years, and plans are already
in motion for the 97th next year, according to
Williams. As Lectureship 2019, Fan the Flame,
officially begins Sunday evening, Williams
that he is looking forward to the outcome.
“I really think it’s going to be our strongest
program ever based on the reaction we’re
getting from people already.”
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Physical Resources hangs signage
for Lectureship. Hundreds of printed
materials were produced in preparation
for the event.
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Dr. Anessa Westbrook addresses the
committee for Lectureship’s women’s
programs. Many groups met year-round
to plan the programming.
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High-stakes
election
demands
attention
from voters

Harding seeks to
aid Zambia during
drought, famine

PERI GREENE
beat reporter

Smith’s photographs display the natural beauty of Zambia.
Smith was a 2018 HIZ student.
Photos courtesy of ASHLEY SMITH

BRIELLE HETHERINGTON
news editor
Zambia, one of the top 10 countries
in the world affected by hunger, has been
struggling to support its people due to the
dry season and a shortage of food supply.
According to World Help, Zambia’s maize
industry has struggled to produce enough
crops to maintain the food supply since
the drought of 2016, which was caused by
the weather phenomenon El Niño.
The United Nations Off ice for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
reported that large parts of southern and
western Zambia received their lowest
seasonal rainfall totals since at least 1981
when records began. At the same time,
northern and eastern parts of the country
have been affected by f lash f loods and
waterlogging, which has resulted in poor
harvests.
On Monday, Sept. 23, Andrew Baker,
assistant professor of Bible, asked the
Harding community to be proactive by
thinking and acting globally when it came
to offering help to Zambia. Assistant
professor of nursing, Dr. Kristen McCook,
heard of the crisis in Zambia and decided
to take action.
“ I rea l ly felt the Holy Spirit was
speaking to me and compelling me to
take action,” McCook said. “At first, I
The sun sets on Zambia
causing the water
to reflect beautiful
hues. Zambia had not
experienced a drought
this critical in 38 years.
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The lack of rainfall is causing Zambia’s largest drought since 1981.
The drought made the land incapable of producing crops.
thought about having a pancake supper,
[but] that didn’t sit well with me.” Instead,
McCook, with the help of the chair of
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Dr. Melanie Meeker, decided to start a
fast for Zambia.

Harding has the ability to
help … there is something
we can do, so let’s do
what we can do
– Dr. Andrew Baker,
assistant professor of bible

“We had a lot of success,” McCook said,“the
Harding Nursing Student Association and
Harding University Student Speech and
Hearing Association worked together to
promote the fundraising and fasting, and
[they] were able to raise nearly $10,000
for Zambia.”
H a rd i n g h a s de v e lop e d a s t ron g
relationship with Zambia through the
study abroad program Harding University
in Zambia (HIZ).
Junior Casey Berry posted an Instagram
photo on Sept. 20, detailing his experience
while on the HIZ trip.
“When we arrived, there were seven
villages all gathered together,” Berry wrote.
“We were greeted with open arms and
some of the most beautiful songs anyone
has ever heard. We felt God’s presence in
a way that I and many of us have never
felt… We in America are so blessed, and
we do not think about that enough.”
As stated by “PBS NewsHour,” the U.N.’s
World Food Programme has raised $250

million to help Southern Africa between
now and the March harvest, but it says
it needs to double that amount in order
to prevent large-scale starvation between
now and then.
Currently 1.7 million Zambians are
severely food insecure, which translates
to 18% of the total population.
For the period October 2019 to March
2020, the situation is expected to worsen,
increasing the number to 24% of the
population, according to the European
Commission’s Directorate-General for
European Civil Protection and Humanitarian
Aid Operations.
“One of the hopes [we have] is that
someone will feel motivated to do something
else [for Zambia],” Baker said “Harding has
the ability to help … there is something
we can do, so let’s do what we can do.”

Zambia’s beautiful landscape
endures many challenges. HIZ
students were welcomed by locals
this summer despite the challenging
the conditions.
Photo courtesy of ASHLEY SMITH

Serve Searcy aims to unite Harding,
Searcy communities
boundaries and break down those barriers.”
In the 10 blocks surrounding Harding’s
campus, there is a 40% poverty rate, according
to the U.S. Census Burea.
Walking from Harding to someone who is
living in poverty takes less than two minutes.

GARCELLE HODGE
student writer
Serve Searcy, an organization aimed to
help the local community, is in full swing
this fall.
Junior David Walker had the idea in fall
2018 during a Bible study, and it quickly
took hold. The idea was to bridge the gap
between Harding University students and
those in need in Searcy through engaging in
service project opportunities and outreach
activities. Serve Searcy came to fruition
this fall after much planning and walking
through the steps of Walker’s vision.
“I found myself wanting to do service but
not knowing how to get started,” Walker
said. “I realized that I have a way to step
into that.”
Assisting people in need of service and
connections is Walker’s goal. Walker said he
feels a calling to show God’s work through
everything Serve Searcy does.
“It allows us to be the hands and feet of
Jesus Christ to the community of Searcy,”
Walker said. “Serve Searcy allows people
who have never served before to walk in
and serve.”
Serve Searcy has approximately 27 active
members, with 26 of them participating

in the first service project that took place
Saturday, Sept. 14.
During the first outreach event, the group
went into the Searcy community with necessary
items for locals that included encouraging
notes with their contact information. The
members focused on connecting with the
people and assisting them with whatever
they needed.
“We knocked on the doors and had good
conversations with the community there,”
said David Martinez. “We asked if they
needed anything to be prayed about.”
Registrar Tod Martin, a sponsor for Serve
Searcy, said that a lack of unity exists between
University students and Searcy locals.
“There’s a separation between Harding
and the community,” Martin said. “Harding
is making a lot of effort to erase those

There’s a separation
between Harding and the
community. Harding is
making a lot of effort to
erase those boundaries
and break down those
barriers.
– Tod Martin,
registrar

Freshman Austin Simmons said he hopes
to make an impact on Searcy through this
organization and see it grow and change lives.
“Hopefully we can start going out and
serving more places in Searcy,” Simmons
said. “We want to expand it and bless
more people.”

According to senior Cayde Newton,
former president of the Roosevelt Institute
and current assistant to Little Rock, Arkansas,
Mayor Frank Scott Jr., the 2020 election
cycle “is one of the most critical election
cycles ever.” The high stakes beg voters to
pay attention to what is going on in the early
debates. However, even constituents, who
typically follow the race closely, appear to
be out of touch with what is going on in
the election scene this early, and it seems
the historically high number of Democratic
candidates are likely to blame.
Newton clarified that the Democratic
candidates are generally all running to
“strengthen international relations and
promote progressive policy.”
Overall, the candidates desire a better
society and are working to accomplish that
through progressive ideas.
“The Democratic Party has had a healthy
shift to become young and progressive,
which traditionally characterized a more
revolutionary wing of the party, and has
become the status quo for the Democratic
base,” Newton explained.
According to Newton, Fox News and
CNN, making sure Trump does not get
reelected unites all the Democratic candidates.
However, health care is the most widespread
focus of the candidates. Nearly two weeks
ago, Zachary Wolf of CNN reported, “A lack
of agreement and a crush of urgency make
health care coverage the most important
issue in the Democratic primary.”
Wolf found the candidates split between
generally two ideas — starting over with
Medicare for all or making positive adjustments
to the Affordable Care Act. The Democratic
candidates will be forced to develop concrete
answers to gain votes from the nearly 90%
of their party who say health care is most
important to them, according to a CNN poll.
Most of the country appears to be awaiting
the Iowa Caucus before expressing any sort
of opinion other than issues they think
most severe. Fox News interviewed former
U.S. representative John Delaney to find
out his take on the 2020 election, and he
confessed “significant weakness” among 2020
Democratic front-runners as it pertains to a
general election. “Our three front-runners
… most Democrats know, are inherently
vulnerable,” Delaney said.
Delaney believes that the American
people are looking for a moderate voice,
and his fellow candidates are portraying the
opposite. However, Newton urges voters to
really listen and see where the candidates
are coming from — especially Elizabeth
Warren, Pete Buttigieg and Joe Biden.
Democratic candidates are collectively
focused on making society better, according
to Newton. However, society’s disinterest in
the elections may hinder it from becoming
better. In June, at the Aspen Ideas Festival
(the nation’s annual interdisciplinary public
gathering place to discuss ideas “that both
shape our lives and challenge our times”),
Lauren Leader of A ll In Together (a
nonpartisan women’s political education
organization) said, “70% of Americans
cannot name a single person who represents
them in elected office.”
The 2020 election presents another
oppor t u n it y for A mer ica ns to for m
knowledgeable opinions about the candidates
and not allow a candidate to enter into office
because of an absent or misinformed vote.

Top Democratic Candidates
by Polls and Individual Contributions
Name

National Polling Average

Joseph R. Biden Jr.

27%

Elizabeth Warren

18%

Bernie Sanders

16%

Kamala Harris

6%

Pete Buttigieg

5%

Name

Individual Contributions*

Bernie Sanders

$36.2m

Pete Buttigieg

$32.3m

Elizabeth Warren

$25.2m

Kamala Harris

$23.8m

Joseph R. Biden Jr.

$22.0m

*Campaign finance data through June 30
Data from the New York Times as of September 24
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Little
but loud

Just as you are doing

Eden Henderson

Kinsey Stubblefield

Guest Writer

“

T

herefore encourage one another and
build one another up, just as you are
doing.” 1 Thessalonians 5:11.
As a sophomore, my time at Harding has
been characterized by encouragement from a
variety of fronts. I have received encouragement
from my professors in the way that they are
eager to invite me in and offer support. I have
been encouraged by the members of my club
in the way that they are willing to make me a
part of something bigger than myself. I have
been loved by the community around me in
a way that has shaped my life so that it is
glorifying to God. In 1 Thessalonians 5:11,
Paul writes to a supportive church community
in Thessalonica, asking them to continue
in their encouragement of one another. At
Harding, I believe our environment is one
that seeks to build others up, but like the
church in Thessalonica, we can benefit from a
reminder to be intentional in such behavior.
Lectureship is a gift we are given every
year to grow, to learn and to improve ourselves
through the wisdom of people who have

Opinions Editor

walked faithfully with the Lord. Some of those
people are Harding students with whom we
interact daily. Even more specifically, some
of those students are women. The young
women scheduled to speak at the Fall 2019
Lectureship are ones who have allowed God
to work through their lives and are fully
aware of how amazing his works are. They
have been given an opportunity to share a
small fraction of how glorious our heavenly
Father is, and we as the Harding community
have been given the opportunity to support
these women by attending their lectures.
As a woman who wants to spend her life
doing ministry, I know how important it is to
be supported by the people around me. We
can’t fully understand others’ perspectives,
but if we are willing to love, support and
hold each other accountable through our
differences, then we have achieved true
Gospel community.
If you love these women and say that
you support them, please go listen to what
they have to say. Having people fill the seats

during their lectures is not nearly as important
as hearing what the Lord is going to say
through them, but we can’t benefit from
what they have to say if we don’t first make
an effort to attend. Harding students do a
good job of supporting each other across
most facets of campus life, so why wouldn’t
that encouragement extend to the women
taking a leap of faith to walk in obedience
with our Father?
I encourage you to take advantage of
Lectureship as a whole, but I especially
encourage you to make an effort to hear
from the women of Harding University. I
know their words will be challenging and
fruitful, and I would like to see our campus
community grow together in a way that more
accurately reflects the life of the early church,
continuing to “encourage one another and
build one another up, just as you are doing.”
EDEN HENDERSON is a guest writer
for The Bison. She may be contacted at ehenderson@harding.edu.

FEMALE STUDENT SPEAKER SCHEDULE
McInteer 150

Tuesday, Oct. 1

Wednesday, Oct. 2

Alina Westbrook | 4 p.m.

Cross-Cultural Groundwork
for the Gospel
Marissa Countess | 5 p.m.

Refined

Danielle Turner

Morgan Proffitt | 4 p.m.

Along with the Women

Shelby Brehm | 5 p.m.

Inconceivable Love

TikTok is the new Vine

Lifestyle Editor

I

n November of last year I did a
very bad thing. My roommate had
already left for Thanksgiving break, and
I had finished all my final exams. I was
bored, and against my better judgment, I
downloaded TikTok.
TikTok was originally the app Musical.
ly, which was mainly an app for middle
schoolers who liked to lip sync. In November
2017, Musical.ly was bought by a Chinese
company, ByteDance, which rebranded the
app as TikTok but kept all the same basic
mechanisms. Users still had their accounts
and the ability to record 15 to 60-second
videos with music and face filters.
The onl y real difference was the
company had changed the app’s guidelines
to become stricter and create a safer
environment for its younger audiences.
This caused the culture of Musical.ly to
start revolutionizing into what TikTok is
today. With the new guidelines, parents
were more at ease with allowing their
children on the app.
This made it more popular in middle
and high schools, and somewhere along

the way it became more like the app Vine
rather than a rebrand of Musical.ly.
Regardless, I was ridiculed by everyone
around me for having downloaded TikTok
— even my mother was relentless in her
taunting. They were too jaded by the
lingering reputation of Musical.ly and
middle school to respect my new interest.
In early January, I noticed the first
TikTok on my Twitter feed. It was the
#haribochallenge, where users lined up
hundreds of gummy bears and used a
soundbyte from one of Adele’s concerts to
make it seem like they were attending the
concert. It quickly went viral, and Twitter
users started to remake the video using
anything from stuffed animals and shoes
to “Cars 2” DVD cases.
After that occurrence, TikToks started
showing up everywhere in my life. My
Twitter feed was full of them, my friends
had begun to download the app, I saw
people at Harding making their own
TikToks around campus — I was finally
validated. Other people thought TikTok
was funny too!

With so many popular TikToks having
gone viral on other platforms, the app has
finally hit what I call “Vine status,” which
I define as when people are able to quote
a video and have other people understand
what you’re referring to without any further
explanation. Many TikToks have reached
this status. From the scrunchies, hydroflasks
and “sksksksksks” of VSCO girl memes
that originated on TikTok to the most
recent viral video of TikToker Brittany
Broski trying kombucha for the first time,
anyone who is on social media will know
what you’re talking about.
Just this semester, TikTok really hit
Harding’s campus. With sophomore Jada
Robison achieving TikTok fame, senior
Kyle Raney going TikTok viral, and I’m
sure many other students making TikToks
for fun, I think we have officially joined
the crowd of TikTokers. Will TikTok ever
hit the level of popularity Vine did in its
prime? I, for one, think it’s well on its way.
DANIELLE TURNER is the lifestyle
editor for The Bison. She may be
contacted at dturner@harding.edu.

Looking for Peri Greene’s column,
Finding Harding’s place?
Find it on TheLink.Harding.edu.

staff Emily Nicks

F

Over the
moon

or as long as I can remember, I have
had a fascination and deep love for
the moon. Perhaps it is my fascination with
the bright satellite in the sky or the fact
that my dad was born in 1969, the year
we landed on the moon — if you believe
that’s real.
Each time the moon is out in its fullest,
I am bombarded with texts from friends
telling me to go outside and look up to the
night sky to find my favorite celestial body.
According to NASA, the moon is the most
relatable object in the night sky, meaning
it’s the closest and most familiar celestial
body to us, with trackable movements and
a recognizable cycle. So for those of you
who do not know about the moon, here
is a crash course.

The Basics

First, you need to know the difference
between waxing and waning and the moon
phases. Waxing essentially means the moon
is easier to see, or “maxing” on its way to
becoming a full moon; waning means its
brightness is diminishing, or decreasing after
a full moon. This is because of the moon’s
rotation around Earth, something we all
most likely learned in third grade, but here
is your reminder. There are eight phases of
the moon, which involve waxing and waning.
Moon cycles typically last approximately
27 days and include crescents, gibbous’, full
and new moons. Congratulations! Once
again, you have been reminded about the
basics of the moon.

The History

Though scientists still are not quite
sure how the moon was physically formed,
the best theory comes from the idea that
God formed the moon with debris from
asteroids colliding with Earth. The debris
from those incidents then combined into
a molten mass that remained in Earth’s
orbit, hardening to create what we now see
as our current moon. In 1969, the United
States succeeded in the first human moon
landing during the Space Race.
There are a few misconceptions about
the moon — does it change color? The
simple answer: no. The earth’s atmosphere
is full of gases; when looking at the moon
through those gases, it occasionally appears
to have more of a yellow, orange or red hue.
Then what is a blue moon? Technically,
a blue moon occurs when there is a second
full moon in a calendar month — hence
the phrase “Once in a blue moon.” The
next blue moon will be on Oct. 31, 2020
— Happy future Halloween!
Recently, a close friend of mine brought
to my attention why the moon means
so much to me. She theorized that God
created all aspects of nature with one
person in mind, so that when his son or
daughter saw a specific flower, tree, cloud,
etc., they would see God and recognize his
goodness. I believe that God created me
with the moon in his mind. Every time I
see the moon, I think of how even though I
cannot see him, or I feel he is fleeing from
me, he is still there. He is coming back to
me greater and shining his glory on me.
This is why I am thankful for the moon
and its importance to me. I hope you take
time to figure out what aspect of nature God
created just for you. Once you do, let me
know what it is, so that I can share in one
of God’s most personal gifts to each of us.

KINSEY STUBBLEFIELD is the
opinions editor for The Bison. She
may be contacted at kstubblefield@
harding.edu.
Twitter: @kinseystubbs
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Learning
to swim
Emily Nicks

Editor-in-Chief

I

24 hours

n the action-drama television series
“24,” Agent Jack Bauer works with
the Counter Terrorist Unit to identify and
terminate terrorism threats to the United
States. Since its debut in 2001, each of the
show’s 10 seasons has been saturated with
drama, plot twists and action, all with one
unique element: The show takes place in
real time, meaning 60 minutes of viewing.
With 24 one-hour episodes showing a
minute-by-minute unfolding of the plot,
each season depicts exactly one day in the
life of Agent Bauer, giving the show a vastly
different tone than many other comparable
shows like “C.S.I.” and “Criminal Minds”
that jump ahead, skipping what are deemed
inconsequential elements.
I can’t help but think of my dad when
“24” comes to mind. I specifically recall one
Christmas break about five years ago during
which he watched the entire series (at that
time, nine seasons) on DVD over the course
of two weeks during the quiet moments we
spent snowed in at my grandparents’ house
in Nebraska.
The show has an iconic “countdown” sound
that plays for a few seconds before and after
every commercial break. For some reason,
the beeps that make up the countdown are
significantly and disproportionately louder
than the dialogue and other sound elements
of the show, so we always knew when Dad
was watching, even if we were on the other
side of the house. There is no doubt in my
mind that he watched that entire series. To
this day, that countdown sound occasionally
haunts me.
While it may seem that a real-time show
such as “24” would move slowly, the pacing
is actually oftentimes suspenseful and tense.
There is a lot of complexity in each day if
you’re looking for it.
“24” was always determined not to let
its viewers forget that a lot can happen in
24 hours.
In the middle of a season of life that seems
to be filled to the brim with obligations,
deadlines and time crunches, I often forget
how important each hour and day is. If I’m
not careful, I get caught up in the drama of
papers due next week, interviews needing to be
set up, and to-do lists I haven’t even written,
but I’m somehow already behind on. Even
now as we work on assembling this current
issue of The Bison, I am pondering the tasks
I need to take care of for next week’s copy.
“I don’t have enough time,” seems to be
a recurring thought.
Time isn’t slipping by — it’s dashing
past with barely a passing glance, leaving me
shaking my head and thinking only about the
big pictures, the weeks left until Thanksgiving,
the months before graduation. Honestly, a
mere 24 hours seems fairly inconsequential
in the grand scheme of things.
Yet so much can happen.
Tonight, members of Campus Players will
kick off their annual 24-hour playwriting
event in which participants write, cast, direct
and perform an entire play in a single day.
Then, later this weekend, my family will pull
up to Searcy in our family Suburban for a
quick visit totaling about — you guessed
it — 24 hours. I’ve been looking forward to
their arrival for weeks. I can’t stop thinking
about how refreshing my day with them is
going to be, even though it won’t last long.
In 24 hours, there are opportunities to
encourage friends. There are chances to
reconnect with those you’ve lost touch. There
are moments to stop and listen. We have
time to do so much good and appreciate so
many blessings in 24 hours, but we’re often
so busy worrying that there isn’t enough time
to do x, y and z.
Agent Bauer always recognized the power
of 24 hours. If he could, why can’t we? We
may not all be able to save the country from
imminent doom every day, but we can all do at
least a few things each day to work for good.
The next time you’re thinking, “I just don’t
have time,” remember that you do have 24
hours — and that’s a whole lot of time to
do something good.
EMILY NICKS is the editor-in-chief
for The Bison. She may be contacted at enicks@harding.edu.
Twitter: @emilyk_nicks
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Kayde McCartney

“ ... Seek justice, reprove
the ruthless ... ”

Guest Writer

Out of many dark corners of the world
come tragic stories of human trafficking and
sexual slavery, and according to International
Justice Missions (IJM), there are more than
40 million slaves around the world. This
crime isn’t central to other areas of the globe,
however. Human trafficking is prevalent in
all 50 U.S. states and continues to rise on
its way to a $30 billion-per-year industry
in the United States. Washington, D.C.,
and Atlanta are the worst cities for human
trafficking, and the United States is one of
the largest hotspots, according to a 2019
State Department report.
As Christians, we shouldn’t be afraid to have
discussions on this issue that affects millions
of adults and children every year. Christ
came to earth for the broken, the abused,
the outcasts, the exploited — everyone.
He served these people without hesitation
when others wouldn’t look their way. If we
are to be Christ-like, then we must continue
to serve the underprivileged and speak out
against the unjust.

At Harding, we strive to represent Christ
and shine his light across the earth, and the
fight against human trafficking is no different.
According to Zach Neal, dean of students
and assistant vice president of Student Life,
human trafficking is a truly evil reality. “I
obviously stand against this horrific act
and advocate for all victims and survivors.
All students are welcome to come to my
office any time to discuss ways to increase
awareness,” Neal said.
One way to increase awareness is by joining
HUmanity, an on-campus organization
that has connections with Partners Against
Trafficking Humans (PATH), a Little Rock,
Arkansas-based nonprofit. Neal offered to
put students in touch with sponsors if they
are interested in joining. Students are also
encouraged to reach out to Harding Public
Safety or the Searcy Police Department if
they have concerns or witness any suspicious
behavior related to human trafficking.
Isaiah 1:17 gives us this commandment:
“Learn to do good; seek justice, reprove the

ruthless, defend the orphans, plead for the
widow.” For us to be truly like Jesus, we must
lead the charge against these acts. If Christians
are to follow God’s will, they must be at the
forefront of the charge. Let’s heed what the
Psalmist says about our God in Psalm 146:9:
“[He] protects the strangers; he supports the
fatherless and the widow, but he thwarts the
way of the wicked.”
For more information on human trafficking,
IJM, PATH and HUmanity, visit ijm.org,
pathsaves.org, or follow @harding_humanity
on Instagram. You can also get involved by
attending HUmanity meetings and participate
in Freedom Week; more information on both
of these can be found on their social media.
Neal is also available to talk more about this
issue or get students in contact with others
on campus.
KAYDE MCCARTNEY is a guest
writer for The Bison. She may be
contacted at kjohnson8@harding.
edu.

Remembering Lis Jones (1959-2019)

T

here’s a moment in the classic Marx
Brothers movie “Animal Crackers”
when Chico is performing one of his signature
piano numbers and gets caught in a loop,
playing the same few stanzas over and over.
This goes on for two or three minutes, and
finally Chico admits he is stuck. “I can’t
think of the finish,” he says.
His brother Groucho deadpans, “Funny,
I can’t think of anything else.”
I can’t imagine Lis Jones ever forgetting
the finish. She was a consummate professional
and a beloved piano teacher at Harding.
For years she was a fixture at graduations
and recitals, cheerfully providing the music
as students performed.
The piano accompanist has a delicate role.
She must play with the same amount of
skill and poise as a featured performer, but
her goal is not to be noticed — it is to let
the star shine. A good accompanist should
put the performer at ease, do nothing to
distract and even cover up mistakes. She is
the musical equivalent of an English butler.
A very melodious English butler.
You aren’t really supposed to watch the
accompanist during a recital, but I must
confess that at graduations, I enjoyed
watching Lis. As her students belted out
“Climb Every Mountain” or “You’ll Never
Walk Alone,” I would see Lis beaming
at every note. She loved watching them
succeed, and that sweet trademark smile
would be on display from start to finish.
She was a gentle, nurturing soul. Of
course, piano teachers have to be patient,
sometimes endlessly so. I’m an English teacher,
and when students misuse semicolons, my
spirit wilts a little. But at least I don’t hear it
happen out loud. Piano teachers must keep
their cool as students mangle notes and
chords on their way to proficiency. Students
adored Lis, who treated them with grace
and patience. When she passed away Sept.
16, one of her former students said that she
was a piano teacher, accompanist, coach,
cheerleader and mom all rolled into one.
That’s not to say that she didn’t vent
frustrations from time to time. One colleague
recalled that since she was asked to accompany
so many recitals, she insisted on receiving

Michael Claxton

Narrative Columnist

the song lists well in advance. “If not,” she
would threaten, “my cat will play the piano
for you.” Students who failed to show up for
rehearsals would provoke a much-dreaded
frown of disapproval. The only remedy, so
I hear, was a gift of chocolate.
Under a surface of gentle calm, there was
mischief. Once she and another colleague
were discussing the challenges of dealing
with frustrating people in general. “Here’s
what you do,” Lis whispered, “Take a piece
of masking tape, and write the person’s
name on it. Then stick it to the bottom
of your shoe.” She may have been teasing,
but ever since I heard that, the name of a
certain telemarketer has been pounding the
pavement under my Rockports.
I was once on the same bill with Lis.
We were invited to entertain the spouses of
the Board of Trustees at a tea party hosted
by Harding’s first lady. Lis was there to
accompany Laura Eads as she sang. Since
the goal was to entertain people, I was not
asked to sing. Instead, I gave a reading. But
I’ll never forget Lis, smiling broadly in one
of those huge, summer hats the ladies were
asked to wear. She would have looked right
at home at Downton Abbey.
We chatted over strawberries and scones.
I learned that Lis grew up in Minnesota
in a family of Scandinavian heritage. After
graduating from Harding, she lived in
Scotland for a while as a missionary. She
went on to teach music at Harding for 30
years, while also founding and directing
the Searcy Community School of Music.
She discovered further outlets for her softspoken patience as a beloved first-grade
Sunday school teacher.
She loved gardening. When one of her
friends mentioned that she liked the color
of moss, the next day Lis brought her an
old brick from her garden. It was covered
in lime green moss. Lis named the brick

“Clay,” and every so often, she would ask
how Clay was doing. That was classic Lis
— whimsical and kind in equal doses.
She applied that same whimsy to raising
three daughters — for the most part as a
single mom. Once she asked one of the
girls to pick a vegetable for dinner. The
daughter said, “Cheesecake.”
“That’s not a vegetable,” Lis corrected,
so she chose again. And Lis prepared the
requested green beans, but that did not stop
her from also serving cheesecake.
Another friend recalled Lis’ gifts as a
seamstress: “She mended wedding dresses
while brides were wearing them on their
wedding day. She taught children at church
to knit so they could help make blankets
for homeless people. When my daughter
Emily was in a serious car accident in high
school and had to stay in bed for weeks, Lis
bought her several pairs of shorts, cut them
up the sides and sewed velcro onto them
so that Em could have some ‘real clothes’
on without having to pull things up over
the casts that were on her legs and feet.”
Her friends tell me that Lis was at peace
during her three-month battle with cancer.
She chose the music for her own memorial
service. When a friend complained that
her illness was unfair, Lis answered, “We
get what we get, and we don’t pitch a fit.”
Another close friend described the nextto-the-last day:
“I sat by her bedside, and we spoke of
how much we treasured our friendship. I
asked her, ‘Can I read to you about heaven?’
Lis smiled with her crinkled-up nose and
said, ‘That would be wonderful.’ As I read to
Lis, she would drift in and out with a look
of peace and joy, then she would wake and
say, ‘That is so beautiful; read some more.’”
Groucho said he couldn’t stop thinking
about the finish. I can’t either. Lis finished
this life as graciously as she lived it, with a
gentle calm, an expectant hope and a song
in her heart. She was 60 years old.
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
writer for The Bison. He can be
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu.
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serves. We pledge to keep our eyes and ears open to what our community has to say and hope that, in return, that community will be an interactive audience, sharing its stories with us. We also pledge to
do the basics: Report accurate and relevant information, check our facts, and share them in a professional, timely manner. If you have any story ideas, questions, comments or concerns for the Bison staff,
please email Emily Nicks, the editor-in-chief, at enicksv@harding.edu. “The Bison (USPS 577-660) is published weekly (except vacations, exams and summer sessions), 20 issues per year, by Harding
University. Periodicals postage paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Bison, Harding University 11192, SEARCY, AR 72149-0001.” BYLINE POLICY: The Bison
provides an opportunity for class writers to contribute work under the byline “guest writers.” Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest writers’ stories as they deem necessary,
while still identifying the work as the guest writers’ own.
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Encouraging
Enthusiasm
Todd Gray

Head Sports Editor

In the family
Derek Stingley Jr. caught his first interception
as an Louisiana State University Tiger Sept.
21. Some who saw the name Stingley projected
across the stadium may have remembered his
grandfather, Darryl Stingley. Darryl played
for the New England Patriots for five years
until a devastating hit left him quadriplegic. It
was this same quadriplegia that complicated
the pneumonia and heart disease that he died
from in 2007.
An injury like this would have been enough
to turn a family away from football, but the
Stingleys were different. Despite his injury,
Darryl encouraged his son Derek Sr., father
of Derek Jr., to pursue his dreams of playing
football, saying that his injury was a “freak
accident.”
Derek Sr. ended up pursuing his dreams as
he went on to play college football, then played
football for the Arena Football League, and
now coaches the Shanghai Skywalkers in that
same league. Derek Sr. had encouraged his son
to follow his dream as well, and even let him
practice with some of the professional players
that he was coaching. This landed Derek Jr.
in Nashville last Saturday, with a smile on his
face and his eyes toward the skies.
It is common to follow in the footsteps
of your parents or grandparents, especially
if they have left a legacy. I’ve seen this with
classmates who decide to be business majors
solely because they are getting ready to take
over their parents’ businesses, or with kids
who grow up thinking that they have to
compete at the same level that their parents
did athletically. But this isn’t everyone’s story,
and it certainly isn’t mine.
When I was little, I wanted to be a
meteorologist .... then I wanted to be a comedian,
then a lawyer, then a teacher, then a sports
broadcaster and then a teacher again. I really
didn’t have a set goal or dream growing up
because I didn’t have a huge, profound legacy
to live up to, as my father is a correctional
officer, and my mom is an accountant, and I
was never really interested in doing either of
those things.
Because I wasn’t bound to a certain destiny,
I was able to explore so many things that
I could possibly be interested in, and that
led me into the things that I love. Theatre
and writing are two huge passions of mine,
two things that most parents probably view
as hobbies or interests that lead to unstable
careers. Despite the stigma, my parents saw
that this was what I enjoyed doing, and they
saw that this brought me joy.
They stood by my side through every play
that I didn’t get cast in, every sloppy first draft
and every miserable first attempt. They say you
have to fall before you can run, but we tend
to forget the people who pick us up after the
fall, and my parents were always those people.
In a way, my parents did create a legacy.
They gave me a blueprint of the kind of
parent that I want to be. Sure, it’s not perfect,
but it’s something that I aspire to live up to.
My dreams and aspirations aren’t defined by
what career I’ll have and how great I’ll be in
it; instead I want to be the kind of encouragers
that my parents are.
Parents: Legacies don’t have to be
grand accomplishments and long-lasting
achievements. Legacies are the time you invest
in your children and the values and examples
that you set for them. They are going to look
up to you and watch how you handled the
failures and successes. So fight through when
it gets hard and humbly rejoice in the victories.
Non-parents: Don’t be afraid to create
your own legacy, and don’t be afraid to pursue
a new dream. Find something that you truly
take joy and passion in, and use it to spread
joy and light. Lastly, remember that no matter
what situation you may come from, you have a
heavenly father who loves you and isn’t waiting
for you to stumble, but is instead eagerly
awaiting each victory to come.
Derek Stingley Jr. walked off the field Sept.
21 with a win for his team and a win for his
family. Who are you looking up to, and what
do you hope to leave behind?
TODD GRAY is head sports editor
for The Bison. He may be contacted
at tgray3@harding.edu.
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(Right) Head Football Coach Paul Simmons huddles with players. (Top left) Junior quarterback Preston Paden
escapes defenders to make a huge play. (Bottom left) Harding moves the ball down in a successful play against
Henderson State. Harding went on to win this game 41-17 and seeks to pick up another win Saturday.

Bisons take on HSU Reddies for Family Weekend game
Harding football team seeks another victory Saturday
JESSICA SIMMONS
student writer
As the Bison football team prepares to
meet Henderson State at home on Saturday,
Sept. 28, many storylines will converge on
the field, beginning with one of Harding’s
own — junior defensive back Cory Batie.
Batie entered the Harding record books
and earned Great American Conference
defensive player of the week honors on Sept.
14 after a 75-yard return for a touchdown
and a 77-yard return in a shutout against
Arkansas-Monticello, Harding’s first in
the 55-game history of the series.
“[It’s] a complete honor for [Batie] to
have,” senior offensive lineman Braden
Hood said. “It’s a complete honor for
our team to have. He’s been a great hard
worker this entire time … and I’m glad to
see that finally paying off for him a little
bit. It’s just more momentum … I think

any time a positive thing happens to this
football team, it just builds up.”
On the opposite side of the lineup is
Richard Stammetti, a Henderson State
quarterback and GAC offensive player
of the week who threw over 300 yards
and made seven touchdowns earlier in
the season.
“[Stammetti] makes that offense go,”
Simmons said. “If you look at the stats,
he’s playing at a really high level. We really
haven’t faced a team this year that throws
a ball as well as they do, so Coach Tribble
and the secondary, they’ve got their work
cut out for them. I expect those guys will
be ready for the challenge.”
Players and coaches alike reiterated
that representing Harding fans each week
is a privilege.
“We feel like we have an edge because
our crowd is behind us so much,” Simmons
said. “Them being there to pull for us is a

really big deal for us.”
For some Bisons, Family Weekend is
a special opportunity because it may be
one of the only times they see their family
until May. Fan presence and support
is critical, but Batie said knowing that
his own flesh and blood is in the stands
changes the game.
“My family, they come pretty much
once… and this year they’re doing that on
Family Weekend, so that’s the only time
I really get to see them,” Batie said.“It’s
going to be a good thing because I haven’t
seen my mom since July, and I really don’t
go home until the summer. I really spend
nine months without seeing them.”
From the challenge that Stametti poses
to Batie’s potential to shine, there is a lot
to look forward to going into this Family
Weekend matchup. The Bisons seek to add
another win to their season, a encounter
that will truly test if the Reddies are ready.

Play-by-play
Student media
network, HU16,
covers 10 volleyball
games in a row
PERI GREENE
beat reporter
ERIN FLOYD
head copy editor
Harding’s student media network,
HU16, covered all 10 volleyball games
of the Harding University Invitational
Tournament last weekend over the span of
two days, which is the most the network
has covered back-to-back. This was also
the first time in many years that a Harding
student was allowed to do the play-by-play
commentary for a Harding game.
Ju n ior Jac k son D u nc a n ha s been
with HU16 since fall 2018 and got the
opportunity to call seven of the 10 volleyball
games, including solo commentating one
Harding match.
The original plan was for Duncan to
assist Assistant Athletic Director Scott
Goode for Friday’s games and then do
the play-by-play for non-Harding games
on Saturday. When Friday rolled around,
Duncan sat in with Goode as the color
commentator, and feedback was positive. The
next day, director of HU16 sports coverage
Tim Hamilton received a message from
Goode offering Duncan the opportunity
to commentate the Harding game. Duncan
gratefully accepted and commentated the
game solo.
“This volleyball thing was a step in a
direction I really want to go,” Duncan
said. “… I think I’ll look back at Tim
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HU16 staff shoots an aired news broadcast. HU16 had its first broadcast
Sept. 26, 1983 known then as TV 12.
Hamilton, and he’s going to be the person
I think that really sparked this fire to do
what I love, because this is why I came to
Harding and why I chose broadcasting —
was play-by-play … But that right there
was the epitome of what I want to do in
the future.”
Ha mi lton, someone who D unca n
said he has looked up to since coming to
Harding, said Duncan did extremely well
in the role he was asked to fill with such
short notice.
“He did a great job because he was
having to do the play-by-play, watch live
stats — to help him call the plays — and
he also had his laptop and was pulling up
information constantly from the other teams
to try and get a little bit of background
information that would help him as well,”
Hamilton said. “So, you know, for someone
to step into that role that’s different, the
first time, and to do it so well with all of
that information he was bringing in …
I was just really proud of what he did.”
Goode said the partnership between
HU16 and Harding Sports Information
is beneficial for both programs.

“What we get is parents, family, friends
and alumni can watch nearly every home
event — wherever they are in the world,”
Goode said. “We hear stories all the time
about missionaries is China waking up at
3 o’clock in the morning to watch Harding
football games, or a mom in Serbia who
can watch her son play basketball.”
There were also other HU16 students
involved in the tournament coverage,
including two directors, three students
working cameras and sophomore Dylan
Johnston assisting Duncan in one of the
games as well.
Both Hamilton and Goode said the
experience these students are receiving
through their work at HU16 will greatly
benefit their future careers.
“It’s just that here you are learning,
and mistakes are not as big,” Hamilton
said. “If you’re doing them in this learning
environment versus if you’re out there on
the job, in a ‘professional world,’ there’s
a little more pressure there. … I think
students do a wonderful job within our
program because they don’t feel that
preasure.”

Attendance
Dependence
From Harding to
Alabama, colleges
count on student
game attendance
A crowded student section cheers on the Bisons at the first home game
Sept. 14 against University of Arkansas-Monticello. The Bisons won 24-0.

TODD GRAY
head sports editor
Bryant-Denny Stadium in Tuscaloosa,
Alabama, is ranked among the toughest places
to play college football, as the home team has
only lost three of 35 games since 2011 in this
vital venue.
What makes this stadium so successful?
The athletic directors for the Alabama football
program believe the key is the energy produced
in the stands, which sparked the idea for a
rewards system encouraging students to stay
for the entire duration of home football games.
Great intent can often be tainted by poor
execution. The athletic directors planned an
app that gave students an opportunity to
collect loyalty points for their attendance. It
has been leaked, however, that the app tracks
your location anywhere you are in the stadium.
This technology is used to determine when a
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student leaves the stadium before the game is
over, resulting in fewer “loyalty points.”
Many students and outsiders alike were
puzzled over why a top-ranking team like
Alabama would worry about tracking attendance,
but the simple truth is attendance matters.
Nick Saban, head coach of Alabama football,
is fully aware of the impact attendance has on
games and even ties his rationale to a Tennessee
game in which attendance was sparse due to
fans underestimating the other team’s abilities.
“Everybody takes everything for granted,”
Saban said in an interview with Charlie Porter.
“I mean, I’m sure there were a lot of Tennessee
fans last week that took it for granted that
they were going to beat Georgia State, and
they didn’t. So, you’ve got to play well … and
you should support well all the time as well.”

While Harding doesn’t have the technology to
track your phones or grant you loyalty points, the
team is still encouraged by student participation
and attendance. Harding Head Football Coach
Paul Simmons said he wholeheartedly believes in
success through the participating roles students
play whether it be cheering in the crowds or
chatting with friends at a tailgate.
“Football is a game of emotion,” Simmons
said. “And you know when we feel the weight
of this University and this community behind
us, it really makes a difference to our guys. We
have a bunch of young men who have a great
desire to do things the right way, and we want
the community to be proud of us, so when those
guys come out and fill the stands up and we feel
the energy boost behind us, it is a giant boost
for our men and their morale and their sense

of pride. It’s a boost for the way they play and
compete. It really matters to us.”
Not only is student attendance seen as
encouragement, but it’s also a sign of respect
for both teams playing. Sophomore running
back Easton Miller encouraged students to
get involved because it shows the team that
the student body cares.
“We love it when people show up,” Miller
said. “We are constantly taking time to get
better at our sport, and losing time to do other
things. It’s really rewarding to have other people
to support us.”
Harding will play Henderson State Saturday,
Sept. 28, at 6 p.m. Students get in free with
their Harding I.D.s.

Stepping up to lead
One returning senior guides underclassmen teammates
into new season, new roles
DANIELA CUELLAR
student writer
Despite only having one returning senior
this year, the Harding men’s basketball team
has embraced its new phase as several players
step up and take leadership roles.
Senior guard Colin Hale said that being
the oldest player has given him insight on
how to be a leader on the team.
“Due to being a senior, I’ve definitely been
around the block, so to speak,” Hale said. “I
feel like I have knowledge and things I can
share in a leadership role.”
Although he is the only senior, Hale said he
does not take all the credit, believing several
juniors and sophomores have stepped up and
led the team in ways he can’t.
“I think our real team leader would be
[sophomore guard] Romen Martin,” Hale
said. “I’m more of a ‘I am just going to do it’
kind of guy, and Romen is more of the guy
who verbalizes it, but I think there needs to
be a balance.”
Sophomore forward Tyler Moore also

said Hale is the type of guy who will step up
and make sure everyone knows what they’re
supposed to do, but he agrees leadership is
a team effort.
“We have sophomores and juniors stepping
up, and you would think that they’re seniors,”
Moore said “I think everybody leads, and
it’s better than previous years.” Head Men’s
Basketball Coach Jeff Morgan said he is
not worried about the lack of older men on
the team and that one person should not
be responsible for leading the entire team.
“It’s been fun to watch how a lot of the
guys have really stepped up,” Morgan said.
“For one person to bear that load is an awful
lot to ask, and so it’s been fun to see some
of the younger guys really take ownership.”
Morgan was also impressed by the fact that
many players have shown their dedication to
the team since before school started.
“We had guys showing up earlier this
year,” Morgan said, “They were doing things
together earlier, and it wasn’t things that
Coach Woods and I were planning. So that
has been really good.”

LIGHTNING
Family
ROUND WITH
HARDING
ATHLETES

Other players on the team also said they
admire the leadership in the basketball
program. Freshman guard Tyler Hutchieson
said Hale played a big role in leading the
team to where they are now.
“The leadership took a whole new level
this year with Colin being the only senior,”
Hutchieson said. “He got a hold of everybody,
and I think we need that to be better on
the court.”
Hutchieson also said that Hale’s experience
has helped him, as well as many other players
on the team, as they seek advice on how to
be better on the court.
“I definitely go to him to ask what I need
to look for in my game,” Hutchieson said.
Although last season’s record turned out
differently than hoped, Morgan said the
team has shown their success by leading
off the court.
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“I think the spiritual aspect and leadership
Senior guard Colin Hale stands in
that takes place on our team is what makes Rhodes-Reeves practice gym. The
us different from other schools,” he said.
Harding men’s basketball team had
a 5-23 record last year and seeks to
improve this season.
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Which TV family would you
want to be a part of?

Jackson Saylor

Darcy Sanford

Carissa Caples

Tyler Moore

Michael Cendrick

baseball

track and field

basketball

basketball

football

“Friends”
(The Gellers)

“Good Luck
Charlie”
(The Duncans)

“Boy Meets
World”
(The Mathews)

“Family Matters”
(The Winslows)

“Drake and
Josh”
(The Parkers)

Who is your favorite
parent?

Can’t answer
that question

How dare you
ask me that

Depends on the
day

My mom

Depends on
what I need

Who is the most athletic
person in your family?

Me, obviously

My brother

My dad

My uncle, he ran
for the Arkansas
Razorbacks

Me, by a long
shot

Cardinals

Arkansas
Razorbacks

Dallas
Cowboys

What’s your family’s
favorite team?

Divided between The high school
Cardinals and football team my
Phillies
dad coaches

Photo courtesy of HANNAH COBB

Go, therefore, into all the world

Triplets travel the world doing mission work

Hannah Cobb and her teammates stand in the
Sunio sunset. She spent 11 weeks in Europe.
Photo courtesy of MAKENSIE COBB

Makensie Cobb stands in the African desert with
a camel. She spent 12 weeks in an undisclosed
country.
Photo courtesy of BETHANY COBB

Bethany Cobb talks with a local woman. She
trained to witness to tribal people in Papau
New Guinea.
KARLI WILLIAMSON
features editor
Seniors Makensie, Hannah and Bethany Cobb are
triplets with one united goal — to spread the Gospel to
the nations. They are all currently studying to become
nurses with an emphasis in missions.
This summer, Makensie spent 12 weeks in an undisclosed
part of North Africa, Hannah spent nine weeks in Greece,
and Bethany spent six weeks in Papau New Guinea.
In North Africa, Makensie worked with an unengaged
people group comprised of mostly Muslim backgrounds.
She said that she worked in the 10/40 window, which is
the latitude and longitude at the top of North Africa, the
Middle East and the bottom of Asia.
“It’s a highly concentrated area of people that have either
not heard [the Gospel] or Muslims — just non-Christians,”
Makensie said. “I had not interacted with Muslim people
much, and I wanted that experience.”
Makensie traveled to North Africa through an
organization called Cafe 1040.
“Cafe 1040 provided me with ways that I could get
practical application in missions,” Makensie said. “Interacting
with people, being in their culture and seeing how they
live was important to know how to spread the Gospel
effectively in such a secure area.”
Makensie could only communicate through email,
talking in code to ensure the safety of her team and the
people she was discipling. She said it was very powerful
to see how the Word of God transformed people even
under such strict circumstances.
One woman, who Makensie referred to as Sally to
maintain anonymity, was curious about Christ and was
moved to tears by the Gospel.
“We were sitting and talking with Sally, and she had
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(Left to right) Seniors Makensie, Hannah and Bethany Cobb smile in the Heritage Lobby. The Cobb
triplets traveled to three different countries this summer on mission trips.
a lot of hard things going on in her life,” Makensie said.
“We mentioned a passage of Scripture that was comforting,
and … she just starts crying — she was hearing the Word
of God for the first time. It was incredible to see how the
living Word of God impacted her, and I pray that it will
continue to change her life.”
Hannah spent 11 weeks traveling with Greater Europe
Mission, building relationships with the local people and
partnering with churches in Athens, Greece.
“Most of my time in Greece was about developing
relationships and walking alongside new believers in
discipleship,” Hannah said. “I have felt called to minister
to people from Muslim backgrounds, specifically the
Middle East, and God opened a door for me to do that
this summer.”
One week, Hannah travelled to the island of Lesvos,
one of the most heavily populated arrival points for
refugees, and saw the effects of the international refugee
crisis firsthand.
“We got to see the refugee camp and the shoreline
where the boats come in daily on the northeastern side,”
Hannah said. “Right now there are over 10,000 refugees
at this camp; the camp can’t compensate for the number
of people that are being held there, so the conditions
were rough.”
For Hannah, the freedom that Christianity offers was
key to spreading the Gospel to her Muslim friends in
both Athens and Lesvos.
“We got to share with refugees and believers and
remind them that while the religion that they might have
grown up in was oppressive, as believers in Christ, there’s
freedom,” Hannah said. “It’s incredible to see how much
God’s grace impacts these refugees, bringing them from
a place of such oppression and war to a place where they
are surrounded by Christians.”

Meanwhile, Bethany trained with missionaries in Papua
New Guinea for six weeks. She traveled with an organization
called Ethnos360, which focuses on discipleship training.
“I hope to be a missionary one day to an unreached
people group, and Ethnos360 teaches people how to do
that,” Bethany said. “I wanted to learn what it was like
— in the good and hard times — and this summer, I got
a very realistic perspective.”
One week, Bethany said they lived among a tribe,
accompanied by missionaries who had been adopted into
the tribe after living there for 15 years.
“One of the biggest struggles that tribal people face
comes when they see outsiders or wealthy people,” Bethany
said. “They see all that the outsiders have and want to
appease the ‘god’ they believe in just to acquire material
things. They wanted God, but didn’t truly know him.”
Bethany and her team worked to break through their
worldview and got to witness transformation as they grew
to know who God really is.
“We got to sit in on a teaching of the first chapters of
Acts, and a few days before, the people had just heard the
Gospel story,” Bethany said. “It was so cool to see that
seed being planted and say, ‘OK, there’s a lot of people
here whose eyes are being opened and who are excited to
learn more about the Word of the Lord.’”
This summer, each of the Cobb triplets faithfully trusted
the Lord and went to different overseas locations in order
to spread the Gospel.
“What’s really cool is everyone has been called to make
disciples of all nations,” Bethany said. “That’s just really
exciting to me.”
Now that they are back home, they said that goal
remains the same.
“We are all called to spread the Gospel … whether
that’s overseas or stateside,” Makensie said.

TikTok Star — student turned internet influencer
As social media outlets continue to rise, so does junior
Jada Robison’s follower count on the new platform, TikTok.
With an impressive 48.3K followers, Robison has totaled
1.8 million likes by producing content once a week.
Robison started creating content on YouTube when she
was 16 years old but quickly turned to TikTok this past
summer when she saw it was something that could provide
another creative outlet.
“Social media platforms and making videos and stuff
like that is my passion,” Robison said. “I figured, maybe I
can do like something miniature with TikTok and make a
little community of people who will all flock to my YouTube
channel, and then I can make money that way.”
Robison has had multiple videos go viral on TikTok, her
first one climbing to 327,000 likes, and her most famous one
to date generating 980,000 likes with over 5 million views.
Senior Noah McCool [Turner], a friend of Robison’s,
said the only reason he downloaded TikTok was to watch
her videos. Now, he is completely hooked.
“She was definitely the first person that I knew that
made me think of TikTok as a legitimate form of media
and not just something a 12 year old did to overdub a song,”
McCool said.
Robison credited a lot of her knowledge of social media
influence to her major, public relations, and the classes she
has taken so far.
“Public relations helped me realize what a marketing
brand is and how to brand myself in a professional way,”
Robison said.
TikTok requires more than clicking record and uploading,
which was common of the older social media platform, Vine.
Creating quality content that people enjoy watching requires
a lot of thought and consideration for someone who is trying

to make a business out of it. Junior Jessica Rydl, friend of
Robison emphasized Robison’s commitment to the app.
“I have seen her videos, and she has to seriously edit them
and insert transitions that flow smoothly,” Rydl said. “It’s a
lot more work than just making a video.”
Now that Robison has created a following, she said she
feels a sense of urgency to keep her followers satisfied.
“I feel a lot of pressure,” Robison said. “My followers ask
me for stuff all the time, and if I go a week without posting,
and then I post a video, they’re like, ‘Where have you been?’”
Although Robison said she can feel overwhelmed by
keeping up with the app, she also said it’s something she
loves, and the community she’s found in it is what keeps
her wanting to produce content.
Robison’s account can be found @jadareneee on the
TikTok app.
For tips on how to create your own TikTok following,
read more on page 4B.
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MARYN MCAFEE
student writer

Junior Jada Robison
presents her TikTok
account. Robison has had
several videos go viral on
the platform.

September marks National
Self-Care Awareness Month
Ways to Practice Self-Care

1. Meditate
Take time away
from the world and
any thoughts that
provoke negativity.
Clear your mind
and relax.

2. Work out
Be active and
productive;
physical activity
can help produce
positive thoughts.

3. Hang out
with a friend
Don’t spend too
much time alone,
allow yourself to
have fun with a
few friends; Go
out, laugh, and
try something new.

4. Listen to
music
Go for a drive and
listen to your jams.
Roll the windows
down and breathe
in the fresh air.

KASSIDY BARDEN
student writer
September is National Self -Care Awareness
month and a good time for students to
remember to take a minute to themselves,
aside from their studies and work. Many
students across campus struggle daily with
the stress of class and perhaps a job. At
Harding, there is always something to be
doing, whether that’s a club function, a class
project or one of the many other opportunities
to get involved on campus.
Self-care has a different meaning to every
person that practices it. The only thing that
seems to be agreed upon is that it is indeed
critical. But as important as it may be, with
the busy schedules students tend to uphold,
it feels impossible to fit it all in. So first it
must be defined: What is self-care?
Librarian and self-care enthusiast Lisa
Fuller describes it as a space intentionally
created for the environment that provides you
with energy for life. She said it’s important
for college-aged adults to start good self-care
habits now to avoid getting burned out by
their 30s and 40s.
Licensed Therapist Stephanie O’Brian
said that self-care does not have to be hard
or expensive.
“It’s things that every living human should
be doing, like getting adequate sleep, drinking
enough water, eating nutritious foods and
having some exercise regimen,” O’Brian said.
She said there are some misconceptions to
self-care, such as the idea that it is something
you do once a month and you’re fixed, when
in reality, self-care is a lifestyle that must be
incorporated into a daily routine for it to
truly be helpful.

“There’s such a thing as toxic self-care in
which we do things that may seem great for
us but really aren’t,” O’Brian said. “It may feel
nice to watch 12 episodes of a TV show, eat
an entire pizza and a pint of ice cream but
if you do that often as your go-to self-care,
you are really just escaping reality.”
Students play a huge role in developing
their own self-care routines. Along with
asking others what they do, it is important
for each person to take the time to figure
out what really works for them and to find
what makes them calm, energized and ready
to take on the world.
“For me, one of the most helpful things
I can do is just simply time management,”
Fuller said. “Just actually taking the time to
look and see okay what has to be done today
and what can wait until later.”
Fuller also said the culture around us
breeds a feeling of overwhelming anxiety
about things that need to be done. A simple
way to combat that is to be mindful of what’s
happening in the here and now, and try not
to get caught up in the future.
There are even groups on campus that
focus on positive material and self-care habits.
Junior Nautica Ivy started a women’s group
called Nurture Thy Self in which participants
have a safe space to be themselves.
“It’s all about self-care and learning how
to love themselves,” Ivy said. “It’s a safe space
for women to express themselves and to be
who they truly are and learning how to love
themselves and really dig down deep.”
As National Self-Care Awareness Month
comes to a close and the school year quickly
approaches midterms it is important for
students to practice self-care tactics to stay
on top of their mental health.
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Kyle’s
TikTok tips
and tricks

KYLE RANEY
guest writer
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Just when we thought 2019 couldn’t get
any stranger, TikTok came to take over Vine’s
reign as the most iconic and entertaining
video sharing platform. From VSCO girls
to E-Boys, a new generation of Vine lovers
has been created in the form of TikTokers.
I’d like to say that Vine did it first, but
TikTok brings a new way to waste hours
scrolling through funny videos on your
phone. When you make a TikTok, you
are able to add music and filters, and you
are not limited to just six seconds of time.
This is what changes things. People have
been able to get creative with the way they
make TikToks.
As a fairly new TikTok viewer, I also have
started to dabble as a creator. My friends
and I have always loved to dance, and the
platform gives us a great place to make
dance videos and share them.
For some insane reason, my friends and
I recently had some success with a TikTok.
We have gotten over 22K likes and 190K
views on the video we posted last Friday.
We truly have no idea why it took off, and
I am still confused as to why it has received
the attention it has.
With that being said, it is only fair to
share with you some tips on how to create
a viral TikTok.
1. Make videos. Sounds obvious, right?
Well, this is really what worked for me. All
you have to do is put yourself out there. I have
made so many TikToks that went nowhere.
All it takes is one video to work well in the
algorithm to be shoot you stardom.
2. Tag #ForYou. I honestly don’t know
if this one actually works, but everyone says
to do it. If you tag #ForYou it is supposedly
going to help your chances of being discovered
by users that don’t follow you. This is where
you get discovered. The For You page is a
mixture of popular TikToks and unknown
ones. If your video is good enough, it will
pop up on more and more people’s pages,
gaining more views.
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Students study together in Brackett Library. Harding welcomed students of many different academic backgrounds
for the 2019-2020 school year.

From home-school
to Harding

3. Do not do something everyone else
is doing. The TikTok that I made was in a
format that hasn’t been done very often and
was not just a generic TikTok dance that
you can see repeatedly on your feed. Try to
be as original as you can be by making up
your own dances or comedy sketches and
recording them. If you don’t feel creative,
at least add your own twist on the trend to
make it seem different.
4. Have Fun. TikTok is not a serious
social media platform. The only way for
you to get TikTok famous is to have fun. I
have only ever made TikToks for fun with
friends. Don’t do it just to gain clout. If you
are having fun, you just might stumble upon
some TikTok fame.

Home-schoolers adjust to University life, finding home in the unknown
EMILY SUNDERMEIER
student writer
Adjusting to college is often a complex
process. Most students are used to living at
home and leaving that home every day to go
to school. However, for students who were
home-schooled prior to arriving at college,
their change can be even more drastic.
Sophomore Sarah Johnson was primarily
homeschooled during her pre-college
education. She said that being constantly
surrounded by people at college was
a challenging adjustment during her
freshman year.
“I was never alone [during freshman year],”
Johnson said. “I’m a very introverted person,
so I need time when life is just quiet, and I
never got it. I was blessed with wonderful
roommates who I loved dearly; however,
some days it was just too much.”
One stereotype homeschoolers sometimes
face is that they do not do a lot of work. Junior

Olivia Nutt was home-schooled throughout
high school, and while she did not spend
eight hours a day at work, she was busy with
other activities and homework.

I don’t think my situation
is that different from people
coming from [public or
private] high school.
– Lily Stebbins,
freshman

“I usually would either be working on
assignments or headed to class,” Nutt said.
“It usually took me about five hours a day
to complete my school work. There was
never any ‘busy work,’ which I appreciated
a ton. When I had free time, I would either
be completing a hobby, meeting for coffee
with friends, or helping out with a nonprofit
organization I loved dearly.”

For any freshman or transfer student,
whether homeschooled or not, the change that
comes with beginning this new chapter in life
may seem scary because they are entering a
situation that is unfamiliar to them. Freshman
Lily Stebbins who was home-schooled from
8th grade until 12th grade graduation said
home-schooled students are not that different
from other students, and they are adjusting
to the change as well.
“I think I’m still adjusting, but it’s actually
been going so well, so I don’t have any
complaints about it,” Stebbins said. “I don’t
think my situation is that different from
people coming from [public or private] high
school, since everybody is shocked when they
come to college and realize they’re surrounded
by people all of the time, and they can’t go
home, and everybody and everything is so
new. It’s a huge adjustment, but I feel like it’s
been going well because I love Harding so
much, and the teachers are so kind, and my
friends are so kind, so that’s made it easier.’
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Seniors Kyle Raney, Ashlyn Quesinberry
and Justice Laws make a TikTok on
Sept. 20. TikTok has become a popular
social media platform for students.

